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ABBREVIATIONS 


seeiiil ieee 
ABM anti-ballistic missile 
ACCJ American Chamber of Commerce in Japan 
ADB Asian Development Bank 
ADRs american depositary receipts 
AEC Atomic Energy Commission 
AIDS acquired immune deficiency syndrome 
ANC African National Congress 
AP Associated Press 
APEC Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation 
ASDF Air Self-Defense Force 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
AWACS Airbome Warming and Control System 
i ann 
BIS Bank of International Settlements 
BOJ Bank of Japan 
=< ve 
CAPTAIN Character and Pattern Telephone Access Information 
Network 
CATV community antenna television 
CB covertible bond 
CCD charge-coupled device 
CD certificate of deposit 
CFCs chlorofluorocarbons 
CHONGRYUN General Association of Korean Residents in Japan 
CIA Central Intelligence Agency 
CIS Commonwealth of Independent States 
CP commercial paper 
CTBT Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty 
CWAJ College Women’s Association in Japan 
a | ae 
DAT digital audio tape 
DEA Drug Enforcement Administration 
DPJ Democratic Party of Japan 
DRAMs dynamic random-access memories 
ails 
EBRD European Banks for Reconstruction and Development 
EC European Communities 
ECOSOC Economic and Social Council 
EDTV extended-definition television 
EFTA European Free Trade Association 
EMS European Monetary System 
EPA Economic Planning Agency 
ERM European Exchange Rate Mechanism 
ESA European Space Agency 


ESCAP U.N. Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 


EU European Union 
a om 
. FAO Food and Agriculture Organization 
FBI Federal Bureau of Investigation 
FCCJ Foreign Correspondents’ Club of Japan 
FDA Food and Drug Administration 
FRB Federal Reserve Board 


FTC Fair Trade Commission 
a - ae 
GAO General Accounting Office. 
GATT General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
GCC Gulf Cooperation Council 
GDP Gross domestic product 
GENSUKIN Japan Congress Against Atomic and Hydrogen Bombs 
GENSUIKYO Japan Council Against Atomic and Hydrogen Bombs 
GM General Motors Corp. 
GNP Gross national product 
GSDF Ground Self-Defense Force 
sion A cies 
HDTV High-definition television 
HFCs Hydrofluorocarbons 
HIV human immunodeficiency virus 
sinea Mii 
IAA International Association of Art 
IAEA International Atomic Energy Agency 
IATA International Air Transport Association | 
lIOCT Institute for New Generation Computer Technology 
ICPR International Commission on rlaciorogical Protection 
IDU International Democrat Union 
IEA International Energy Agency 
IFC International Finance Corp. 
ISS International Institute for Strategic Studies 
ILO International Labor Organization 
IMF International Monetary Fund 
INTELSAT International Telecommunications Satellite Organization 
INTERPOL International Criminal Police Organization 
lIOC International Olympic Committe 
IPI International Press Institute 
IRA Irush Republic Army 
IWC International Whaling Commission 
IVANS International Value-Added Networks 
i oa 
JAA Japan Artistis’ Association 
JAAF Japan Amateur Athletic Federation 
JAIA Japan Automobile Importers’ Association 
JAIDO Japan International Development Organization 
JAMA Japan Automobile Manufacturers Association 
JAMSTEC Japan Maritime Science and Technology Center 
JANCPEC Japan National Committee for Pacific Economic 
Cooperation 
JASA Japan Amateur Sports Association 
JATA Japan Association of Travel Agents 
JCCI Japan Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
JCP Japan Communist Pary 
JET Japan Exchange and Teaching Program 
JETRO Japan External Trade Organizaition 
JICA Japan International Cooperation Agency 
JICHIRO (ZENNIHON JICHIDANTAI RODOKUMIAI) ALL Japan Pre- 
fectural and Municipal Workers’ Union ¢ 
JOC Japan Olympic Committee | 
oe 
KANKEIREN (KANSAI KEIZAI RENGOKAI) Kansai Economic Federa- 
tion 
KEDO Korean Peninsula Energy Development Organization 
KEIDANREN (KEIZAI DANTAI RENGOKAI) Japan Federation of Eco- 
nomic Organizations 
KEIZAI DOYUKAI Japan Association of Corporate Executives 
aa ee 
LBO leveraged buyout 
LDP Liberal Democratic Party 
LSI large-scale integration 
= 
M&A merger and acquisition 
MIA missing in action 


‘MIPRO Manufactured Imports Promotion Organization 


MITI Ministry of International Trade and Industry 
MOSS Market-Oriented, Sector-Selective 
MPD Metropolitan Police Department 
MSDF Martime Self-Defense Force 
anita : 
NAFTA North American Free Trade Agreement 
NASA National Aeronautics and Space Administration 
NASDA National Space Development Agency 
NASDAQ National Association of Securities Dealers Automated 
Quotations 
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NATO North Atlantic Treaty Organization USTR U.S. Trade Representative 
NGO nongovernmental organization UV-B ultraviolet-B 
NHK (NIHON HOSO KYOKAI) Japan Broadcasting Corp. —V— 
NICHIBENREN (NIHON BENGOSHI RENME)I) Japan Federation of VAT Value-Added Tax 
Bar Associations VCRs videocassette recorders 

NIEs Newly Industrializing Economies VOA Voice of America 
NIKKEIREN (NIHON KEIEISHA DANTAI RENMEI) Japan Federation | VTRs videotape recorders 

_ of Employers’ Associations : —W— 


NIKKYOSO (NIHON KYOSHOKUIN KUMIAI) Japan Teachers’ Union WHO World Health Organization 
_ NPA National Police Agency WIPO World Intellectual Property Organization 


NPO nonprofit organization WTO World Trade Organization 


NTT Nippon Telegraph and Telephone Corp. WWE World Wide Fund for Nature 


NYMEX New York Mercantile Exchange —Z— 
NYSE New York Stock Exchange ZENCHU (ZENKOKU NOGYO KUMIAI CHUOKAI) Central Union of 


—-O-— Agricultural Cooperatives 
OAPEC Organization of Arab Petroleum Exporting Countries ZENGINKYO (ZENKOKU GINKO KYOKAI) Japanese Bankers Asso- 
OAS Organization of American States | ciation 
OAU Organization of African Unity ZENNO (ZENKOKU NOGYO KYODO KUMIAI RENGOKAI) Federation 
OCCI Osaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Agricultural Cooperative Associations 
ODA Official Development Assistance 
OECD Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development 
OECF Overseas Economic Cooperation Fund 
OPEC Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries 
OSI open systems’ interconnection 
OTC over-the-counter 
a pon 
PCBs polychlorinated biphenyl 
PECC Pacific Economic Cooperation Conference 
PEN Poets and playwrights, Essayists and editors, and Novelists 
PKF Peace Keeping Forces 
PKO Peace Keeping Operation 
PLO Palestine Liberation Organization 
POWs prisoners of war 
= 
R&D research and development 
RENGO (ZENNIHON MINKAN RODOKUMIAI RENGOKAI) Japanese 
Private Sector Trade Union Confederation 
ROK Republic of Korea 
ail aii 
SAS Scandinavian Airlines System 
SDF Self-Defense Forces 
SDI Strategic Defense Initiative 
SDP Social Democratic party 
SESC Securities and Exchanges Surveillance Commission 
SHIN RENGO (NIHON RODOKUMIAI SORENGO-KAI) Japanese 
Trade Union Confederation 
- SHITETSU-SOREN (NIHON SHITETSU RODOKUMIAI 
SORENGO-KAI) General Federation of Private Railway 
Workers Unions of Japan 
SNF Short-Range Nuclear Force 
SOR synchrotron orbit radiation 
STA Science and Technology Agency 
START Strategic Arms Reduction Talks 
nt ie 
TCCI Tokyo Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
TOPIX Tokyo stock price index 
_ TRISTAN transposable ring-intersecting storage accelerator in Nippon 
TRON the realtime operating system nucleus 
TSE Tokyo Stock Exchange 
ans iees 
UAE United Arab Emirates 
U.K. United Kingdom 
U.N. United Nations 
UFO unidentified flying object 
ULSIs ultra-large-scale integrated circuit chips 
UNC United Nations Command 
UNCTAD United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
UNEP United Nations Environment Program 
UNESCO United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organiza- 
tion 
UNFPA United Nations Fund for Population Activities 
UNHCR United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
UNICEF United Nations Children’s Fund 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization 
UNMOVIC United Nations Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Com- 
mission 
UNSC United Nations Security Council 
UPI United Press International 


Major News of December 2005 


December | (Thursday) 
Front Page News 
Suspect denies murdering girl, 7 
¥3.25 billion awarded in Yokota base noise suit 
Rakuten and TBS bury hatchet, agree to start | 
tieup talks 


U.S. won’t set ‘certain’ date for Iraq withdrawal — 


Foreigner abductions spike ahead of election 
Domestic News 
One-year extension seen for SDF mission in Iraq 
(p2) 
Prince Akishino admits contact with brother is 
scant (p2) 
Condemned cultist denies guilt in appeal (p2) 
Host communities blast U.S. realignment plan 
(p3) 
Romanian EU entry touted as boon for Japan 
(p3) 
Foreign News 
Safety is sacrificed as China races to fuel 
economy (p4) 
India stands by ‘impossible’ AIDS figures (p4) 
Montreal meet blasts U.S. over Kyoto stance 
(p5) 
Election unlikely to give Canada majority party 
(p7) 
Vatican releases gay priest ban plan (p18) 
Business News 
Seniors to pay more for medical service (p8) 
Core CPI will rise in first quarter: BOJ’s Iwata 
(p8) 
Salaried workers’ pay still rising (p8) 
Panel eyes raising retirement age in Britain to 69 
(p9) 
U.S. sales of world equity funds up (p10) 
Sports News 
Yokomine, Oyama set to appear in Hawaii 
LPGA tournament (p21) 
Kotooshu becomes first European ozeki (p22) 
Editorial 
Time to allow a female emperor (p12) 
December 2 (Friday) 
Front Page News | 
Man admits slaying Hiroshima girl 
[Pods to remain free of royalty payments 
Slower warm current threatens Europe 
Top court rejects professor’s 12-year appeal of 
textbook-screening revisions 
Domestic News 
Foreigner crime angle overplayed (p2) 
Princess Aiko turns 4 amid succession 


rule-change quest (p2) 
Tanikagi denies China tryst report (p2) 
Iraqui prime minister to visit Japan (p2) 
Aneha linked to at least 43 bad buildings; 63 
pending (p3) 
Capital looks to pool trillions in bid to woo 2016 
Olympics (p3) 
Foreign News 
Australia ramps up rhetoric on Singapore 
execution (p4) 
World AIDS Day is marked across Asia (p4) 
Kyoto pact comes into operation (p5) 
Europeans adopt four-point strategy against 
terrorism (p6) 
French doctors claim first partial face transplant 
(p7) 
Business News 
Government nudging BOJ to introduce inflation 
target (p83) 
Yahoo, Honda, Canon join to fight online piracy 
(p3) | 
Australia settles E. Timor border (p9) 
N.Z. company makes largest China dairy foreign 
investment (p9) 
U.S. growth upgraded to 4.3% (p9) 
Hardie signs asbestos compensation deal (p10) 
Sports News 
Miyazato tied for lead at LPGA Tour qualifier 
(pl2) 
Canadian dancers lead at NHK (p12) 
Ichiro agrees to play in WBC (p13) 
Kida set to ink Swallows deal (p13) 
Taniguchi takes three-shot lead (p13) 
Editorial 
A door opens to Gaza (p16) 


December 3 (Saturday) 
Front Page News 
State mulls insurance for faulty condos 
Missing Tochigi girl, 7, found murdered 
Suspect in slaying may have sought to flee Japan 
Strong action urged on annual World AIDS Day 
1 ,000th prisoner is executed in U.S. since death 
penalty reinstated in °76 
Domestic News 
New panel to take aim at crimes by foreigners 
(p2) 
Cops join forces to build case against embattled 
architect (p2) 
Beef, Iraq only hurdles for U.S.-bound Aso (p2) 
EU calls on Japan to end death penalty (p2) 
Japan may ‘poison’ ties: China press (p2) 
‘Joruri’ drama staging a comeback in Tokushima 


(p3) 
Foreign News 
Howard blasts Singapore’s ‘clinical’ execution 


(p4) 
Communist Laos marks anniversary (p4) 
Belgians shocked that local woman was bomber 
(p5) 
Spy-agency papers cast doubt on Vietnam 
buildup claims (p5) 
Conservatives vow to cut consumer tax if they 
win Canada (p6) 
Executed inmates had killed 1,895 people: group 
(p6) 
Peru plans to sue Yale for Machu Picchu 
treasures (p7) 
Business News 
SMBC warned on sales tactics (p8) 
Public split on mad cow panel’s report on U.S. 
beef (p8) 
Japan to bolster patrols of disputed gas field (p8) 
2004 GDP growth lowered to 1.7% (p8) 
Manufacturing, spending reports show robust 
U.S. economy (p9) 
Sports News 
Igawa to stay with Hanshin (p19) 
Taniguchi leads at Nippon Series (p19) 
Terao wins at nationals (p19) 
Kostner leading at NHK Trophy (p20) 
Editorial : 
Cut spending before raising taxes (p16) 


December 4 (Sunday) 
Front Page News 
G-7 warns inflation puts growth at risk 
Aso, Rice agree to seek reform of UNSC 
New title will be needed for husband of empress 
Belarus to outlaw opposition, rights work 
U.S. calls Myanmar a threat to region 
China toxic spill may hit Japan coast, expert says 
Domestic News 
Defense info pact eyed with U.S. (p2) 
First nuclear carrier based in Japan named (p2) 
Defense Agency director general visits SDF 
troops in southern Iraq (p2) 
Joint effort on chemical arms in China (p2) 
Tanigaki, Snow agree yuan reform going too 
Slow (p2) 
Foreign News 
Nationalist Party wins Taiwan municipal 
elections (p3) 
EU ministers agree to hold data in new 


antiterrorism plan (p4) 
Canada Conservatives vow better health care, not 


to let it go private (p4) 
Recipient of face transplant sees new look, 
thanks doctors (p7) 
Business News 
U.K. takes aim at EU farm subsidies ahead of 
G-7 meet (p8) 
Sports News 
Miyazato making statement (p18) 
Imano surges into lead (p19) 
Fantastic finish (p20) 
Nakano takes NHK Trophy (p20) 
Editorial 
On Iraq, another war of words (p12) 


December 5 (Monday) 
Front Page News | 
China kills summit with Japan, S. Korea 
Thousands re-enact Napoleonic triumph 
Government to cover all costs for scrapping 
unsafe buildings 
Chen may become lame duck after local poll 
defeat 
Saddam Hussein trial to reconvene amid 
questions on goals, evidence 
Domestic News 
Venues face stricter rules for foreign entertainers 
(p2) 
Government planning first ODA for use against 
terrorism (p2) 
Building scandal dashes condo-owners’ dreams 
(p2) 
78% support environment tax: poll (p2) 
New Komeito to go along with Defense Ministry 
(p2) 
Foreign News 
Large numbers march for Hong Kong democracy 
(p3) 
CIA had 400-plus secret flights across German 
airspace: report (p5) 
Kazakhs vote for president; Nazarbayev 
re-election seen (p6) 
Protesters rally worldwide over global warming 
(p7) 
Greenspan bows out of G-7 with a flourish (p8) 
Sports News 
Dark horse takes prize at Hanshin (p19) 
Baranovskyy tops in Fukuoka (p19) 
Oda solid at NHK Trophy (p20) 
Miyazato running away at Q-school (p20) 
Editorial 
The depths of fabrication (p16) 


December 6 (Tuesday) 


Front Page News 
Criminal case against Aneha gets firmed up 
Meteor lights up Australian night sky 
Van caught on video monitor linked to Tochigi 
girl’s murder 
Communists set out to modernize Chinese _ 
~ Marxism 
Myanmar won’t be ‘bullied’ on democracy 
Rakuten-TBS panel to start tieup talks this 
weekend 
Domestic News 
Confessed killer dodged Peru court (p2) 
Al-Jaafari urges mission extension (p2) 
Yasukuni won’t wash as diplomatic card, 
Koizumi says (p2) 
LDP, New Komeito agree to create Defense 
Ministry (p2) 
Jordanian king to visit Thursday (p2) 
Koizumi plans tour of Middle East (p2) 
LDP may OK campaigning via the Internet (p3) 
Foreign News 
Nazarbayev wins 90% of Kazakh vote (p5) 
Pro-Chavez candidates ready for election sweep 
(p5) 
U.K. Conservatives seek their own Blair (p6) 
Mediators pick economist as Cote d’ Ivoire 
interim premier (p6) 


France may deport 7 for roles in recent riots (p7) 


Business News 
Capital spending up 9.6% for quarter (p10) 
Abe suggests income tax breaks may stay in 
place (p10) 
Fuji Heavy to manufacture Toyota cars in U.S. 
(p10) 
Amateur investors run with the bulls to help fuel 
market boom (p10) 
Livedoor to join Nippon Keidanren (p10) 
China orders record 150 jets from Airbus (p11) 
Sports News 
[riki steps up to the plate again (p19) 
Katayama picks up MVP title (p19) 
Japan to send 114 athletes to Turin (p19) 
Ai-chan too cool for Q-school (p20) 
Editorial 
Peace between pace-setters (p13) 


Domestic News 
Japan, Iraq finalize energy support deal (p2) 
Aomori eyed for missile radar site (p2) 
Ambassador tapped to probe abductions (p2) 
China tensions spark fears of escalation (p3) 
Nagano’s ‘Buckwheat Commander’ Myanmar’s 
foil to opium poppies (p3) 
Public could be convinced to stop executions: 
Kamel (p3) 
Foreign News 
N. Korea demands U.S. lift sanctions (p4) 
U.S. Embassy closed after threat (p4) 
CIA prisons in Europe closed down before Rice 
visit: report (p5) 
Global warming may up Europe health dangers 
(p6) 
Business News 
Japan ready for pain at WTO: Nikai (p8) 
75.2% unwilling to eat U.S. beef, survey 
indicates (p8) 
Cabinet approves ’06 budget policy (p8) 
Government spat with BOJ effectively driving 
the yen down (p8) 
October household spending up 2% (p8) 
Sports News 
Miyazato is Japan’s ‘latest big thing’ (p19) 
Editorial 
Step up the war on AIDS (p16) 


December 8 (Thursday) 
Front Page News 
Aneha fraud easy to see: whistle-blower _ 
2005 hottest, stormiest, driest year ever 
Chemical leaks to delay ozone hole’s recovery 
by two decades 
Natural disasters around globe to cause record 
financial losses this year 
U.S. eyes six-party Cheju chat: Maehara 
Domestic News 
Panel OKs SDF’s Iraq extension (p2) 
Hayabusa may have failed to collect asteroid 
samples (p2) 
No funds earmarked for new war memorial yet: 
Koizumi (p2) : 
Pollen levels to be lower this spring (p3) 
Foreign News 


U.S. stands firm as N. Korea warns of nuke talks 
boycott (p4) 
WHO calls for more investment to create bird flu 
vaccine (p4) 
Trial goes ahead in absence of boycotting 
Hussein (p6) 
_ Fired U.N. election chief rubbishes sex 


December 7 (Wednesday) 

Front Page News 
State eyes ¥8 billion condo fiasco quick fix 
Teen confined at home since she was born 
Tokyo plans to pull GSDF from Iraq by Aug. 31 
U.S. leaders failing to keep America safe: report 
Plane crashes into block in Tehran; over 94 dead 


harassment charges (p7) 
U.S. withholds names of civil service workers 


(p7) 
Business News 
Time not ripe for BOJ policy shift: Koizumi (p8) 
Japan and South Korea caught between rice and 
hard place (p8) 
Japan productivity lowest in G-7 (p8) 
Business chiefs urge METI to bolster Asian FTA 
efforts (p8) 
Australian growth slowest in a year (p9) 
Sports News 
FC Tokyo, Tokunaga agree to deal (p21) 
Tokuyama, Navarro set to lock up (p21) 
Matsui museum opens doors (p22) 
Editorial 
Silence isn’t always golden (p12) 


December 9 (Friday) 

Front Page News 
Diet will ask Aneha to testify next week 
BOJ-cash-flush banks loaned Huser billions 
Red Cross adopts ‘red crystal’ symbol 
Panel gives final OK for young U.S. beef 

_SDF mission in Iraq extended; June exit planned 

Air marshal kills mentally unstable passenger 


over alleged bomb threat 
Team digs for close view of the San Andreas 
fault 


Domestic News 
China returns fire on military spending (p2) 
Aso to talk security with Australia, U.S. (p2) 
Shiga dam ruling reversed on appeal (p2) 
Over decade after accident, Monju may be 
reborn (p3) 
Foreign News 
Australia to host climate meeting (p4) 
Islamists gain ground in violent Egypt poll (p4) 
Business News 
Easy monetary aie near end: Fukui (p6) 
Machinery orders rebound to 4.8% (p6) 
Money supply up 2% in November (p6) 
U.S. again seeks level playing field to compete 
against new Japan Post (p6) | 
H.K. tries to stop fakes’ sales during summit (p7) 
China interested in buying $10 billion of Yukos’ 
assets (p8) 
Sports News 
Oh gets H. Matsui for WBC ae (p15) 
Asashoryu receives honor (p15) 
Ai aims to make splash on Tour (p15) 
Beckham tops Britain’s rich list (p15) 


Editorial 
Dutiful extension in [rag (p11) 


December 10 (Saturday) 
Front Page News 
TSE won’t let Mizuho duck J-Com fiasco 
High court reversal convicts peace activists of 
SDF trespass 
Accused Croatian war criminal jailed 
U.S. delays some Iraq deployments 
Jetliner slides off runway onto street, killing boy 
North magnetic pole on way to Siberia 
Domestic News 
Foreigners face checks on Japanese ancestry (p2) 
Man leaves Sakhalin 63 years on (p2) 
Crown Princess still unstable, doctors say (p2) 
Host-nation support pact pared (p2) 
Aneha agrees to testify next week (p2) 
ODA offered ahead of WTO talks (p2) 
Trailblazing volunteer reflects on path to NGO 
icon status (p3) 
Civil servants’ get modest increase in bonus this 
year (p3) 
Foreign News 
Furious ASEAN demands Myanmar democratize 
(p4) 
Thailand suffers further bird flu death (p4) 
Economic miracle a myth for Chinese workers 
(p4) 
NATO agrees to expand mission in Afghanistan 
(p5) 
Initial poll results see Egypt Islamists winning 
19% of seats (p5) 
Kyoto pact likely to be extended (p7) 
Gang founder’s life in Schwarzenegger’s hands 
(p8) 
U.N. considers Cote d’Ivoire diamond ban (p8) 
Business News 
TSE draws fresh barrage of abuse (p10) 
Nissan looks to tap feminine sales wiles (p10) 
Matsushita to cut 1,400 jobs from foreign cell 
phone units (p10) 
Ministry adopts conditions for lifting of U. S. 
beef ban (p10) 
WTO talks face immovable object: French | 
farmers (p11) 
Sports News » 
Matsui still — (p22) 


| Editorial. 


Protecting children from danger (p18) 


- December 11 (Sunday) 


Front Page News 


Girl killed at cram school 
U.N. meeting breathes life back into Kyoto 
climate change pact 
France must admit dark colonial past, Chirac 
says 
New ocean basin likely to be forming in remote 
Ethiopian desert: scientists 
World has ‘27,000 too many’ nukes: ElBaradei 
Domestic News ie 
Child killings have nation in grip of fear (p2) 
Toyota’s Watanabe named a top business leader 
for °05 (p2) 
Another 19,000 chickens to be culled (p2) 
Annan worried about Japan’s funds (p2) 
S. Korea’s Ban complains to Aso over Yasukuni 
(p2) 
Foreign News 
Chinese officials try to cover up fatal shootings 
of villagers (p3) 
Australia signs Asian treaty, slams Myanmar 
(p3) 
Activists receive ‘alternative Nobels’ (p4) 
Thatcher’s short-term memory fails (p4) 
Ecuadorean woman is world’s oldest person at 
116: Guinness (p6) 
Business News 
U.S. ranchers wary of resuming Japan beef trade 
(p18) 
France backs EU stand on WTO talks (p18) 
Sports News 
Kato finishes second in Turin (p23) 
Fukabori leads regular tour to win (p23) 
Japan drawn with Brazil for 2006 World Cup 
(p24) 
_ Editorial 
Dreaming of a quiet Christmas (p20) 


December 12 (Monday) 
No paper was issued due to press holiday 


December 13 (Tuesday) 
Front Page News 
J-Com to cost ¥912,000 a ‘share’ 
Fire crews move in to tackle U.K. fuel blaze 
Ban on U.S. beef lifted, but don’t expect import 
flood, just price turmoil 
China, South Korea agree Koizumi impeding 
meetings 
ASEAN agrees to draft group’s first constitution 
Indian leader makes pitch for pan-Asian 
free-trade area 
Domestic News 
DPJ’s Goto to resign from Diet (p2) 


Teacher telephoned father to say he killed girl 
(p2) 
Maehara calls for panel with China to work out 
‘abnormal’ relationship (p2) 
Japan, Japanese abroad still targets for terrorism: 
police (p2) 
Foreign News 
Probe launched as S. Korean stem cell pioneer 
returns to lab (p4) 
Popular Chilean socialist fails to avoid 
presidential runoff (p5) 
U.S. finds itself isolated by stance on global 
warining issues (p6) 
Italy expels ‘dangerous’ Africans (p6) 
Business News 
Current account surplus up 2.6% (p12) 
Washington welcomes lifting of U.S. beef ban 


(p12) 
Airplane makers may convert SDF technologies 


(p12) 
Russia cracks down on software piracy (p13) 
Sports News 
Nagoya hires Vergoossen (p23) 
Hayakawa second at Honolulu (p23) 
Editorial 
Ms. Rice’s European mission (p17) 


December 14 (Wednesday) 


_ Front Page News 


U.S., Britain hope to begin Iraq pullout in 
March: report 

U.S. may have staged Europe abductions 

Mine firms’ black-lung redress shy of ¥1 billion 

New, improved Asimo looking for a job 

Koizumi ‘can’t understand’ Chinese leader’s 
snub | 

Food-importing nations push for free farm trade 
at WTO 

Domestic News 
Abe cagey on quest to succeed Koizumi (p2) 
Japan puts forth proposals to reform U.N. 
| management (p2) 
SDF troops rapped for embezzlement (p2) 
New bird flu outbreak in Ibaraki (p2) 


Koizumi, Roh can talk — but Wen walks (p3) 


NPO working to help seniors who live alone (p3) 


F oreign News 


Indonesia confirms ninth human bird flu fatality 
(p4) 
Activists vow to halt WTO meet (p4) 


S. Korea, ASEAN agree FTA deal (p4) 
Voting begins for Iraq’s Parliament (p5) 


Father, sons get life in U.K. ‘honor killing’ case 


(p6) 
Gang founder executed despite appeals in U.S. 
(p7) 
Business News 
US. lifts import ban on Japanese beef (p8) 
J-Com snafu easy cash for the quick (p8) 
Investment in factories, equipment to rise 15%: 
poll (p8) 
Japan, Malaysia sign deal on bilateral FTA (p8) 
Tokyo new condo supply off 2.3% (p8) 
China top high-tech exporter for 2004 (p9) 
_ Sports News 
Ogasawara signs big new contract (P19) 
Miyazato honored by JLPGA (p19) 
Hayano resigns after relegation (p19) 
_ Editorial 
Small government vs. welfare (p16) 


December 15 (Thursday) 


Front Page News 
It was cut corners or Kimura axed contract: 


Aneha to Diet 
Brokers pushed to give up Mizuho blunder 
plunder 
U.S., Europe battle over farm exports at WTO 
talks 
Nations bicker over roles at first East Asia 
Summit. 
‘Tankan’ finds broad improvement in business 
confidence 
Possibility of fraud raised in S. Korea clone 
project 
Domestic News 
Ruling nixing Koreans’ unpaid wages upheld 
(p2) 
JAXA to delay Hayabusa return as probe enters 
spin (p2) 
Reactors needed for Kyoto goals, expert says 
(p2) 
Referendum reporting curbs eased (p2) 
Maehara vows to keep pressing China on big 
military budget (p3) 
Japan and Australia eye defense talks with U.S. 
(p3) 
Foreign News 
Anger, misery greet WTO leaders in H.K. (p4) 
South Korea urges North over nukes (p4) 
_ Gangster’s California execution turns into messy 
affair (p7) 
Business News 
LDP again eyes raising tax on cigarettes in 2006 


(p8) 


WTO urged to build infrastructure in poor 
nations (p8) 
LLC applications surge ahead of legal revamp 
(p8) 
Brazil will fully repay debt in stunning rebound 
(p9) 
Sports News 
NFL focuses on Japan development (p20) 
Miyazato relishes challenge in men’s tournament 
(p20) 
Imano, Fukabori named to Asia team (p21) 
Editorial 
Mideast’s democracy dilemma (p12) 


December 16 (Friday) 
Front Page News 
Iraqis defy new attacks to cast votes 
Nine child-sex offenders missing: police 
Tax breaks may soon be pulled; hikes eyed 
Joint missile development to cost Japan $1.2 
billion 
‘Fish with chips’ reveal ocean migration routes 
Humans roamed England earlier than thought: 
scientists 
Domestic News 
Death sentence finalized for murderer of five 
(p2) 
War Hussein’s fault: Koizumi (p2) 
Asahara appeal fate tied to coming exam results 
(p2) 
Shrine, temple goers to top 91 million (p2) 
Shrine row sets Japan, China on nationalist path 
(p3) 
Foreign News 
U.N. treaty to fight corruption goes into force 
(p7) 
South Korean collaborator claims Hwang faked 
clones (p7) 
Business News 
JAMA predicts 0.5% car sales rise in ’06 (p8) 
LDP wants BOJ on same policy page (p8) 
Google, Microsoft, Sun to fund new Internet 
research lab (p9) 
U.S. trade gap hits high (p9) 
Sports News 
Matsuzaka lands record salary (p13) 
Orix offers deal to Nakamura (p13) 
Miyazato has rough start (p13) 
Asada pulling out all the stops for Grand Prix 
Final (p13) 
Editorial 
Advocate for the elderly (p16) 


December 17 (Saturday) 
Front Page News 
Bush issued order to spy on Americans 
Bush accepts McCain plan to ban torture 
Oldest major warfare traced to 3500 B.C. 
Non-Aneha-designed hotels also short on 
reinforcements 
Iraq ‘caught, freed’ Al-Qaida head 
Population now on track to start shrinking in 
2006, not 2007: report 
Kao lets Kanebo live on 
Domestic News 
Record 5 million ambulance calls cast doubt on 
disaster preparedness (p2) 
Koizumi aide Iijima wins libel suit (p2) 
‘Yamato’ battleship movie set to fire nationalist 
broadside? (p2) 
Japan-funded Aceh road project starts up (p3) 
Abductee’s mom seeks Jenkins’ help (p3) 
Okinawa assembly officially opposes Futenma 
relocation plan (p3) 
Foreign News 
South Korean cloning pioneer denies that he 
faked research (p4) 
U.N. food agency ending aid to China, North 
Korea (p4) | 
Chen’s popularity at all-time low (p4) 
Novelist’s trial seen as a test for Turkish identity 
(p5) 
EU lawmakers to look into allegations of CIA 
secret jails (p5) 
National strategies jeopardize global network to 
fight bird flu (p6) 
11 million U.S. adults not literate in English (p7) 
Business News 
Japanese team inspects U.S. meatpacker (p8) 
¥? trillion in tax increases to take effect in fiscal 
2006 (p8) 
No decision on future inflation target: Fukui (p8) 
Frustration grows as U.S., EU block WTO talks 
(p9) 
U.S. consumer prices fall but economists fear 
inflation looms (p9) © 
Sports News 
Rakuten signs pitcher Lin (P19) 
Miyazato falls short, misses cut (p19) — 
Toyota leaves IRL early (p19) 
Lambiel leads Grand Prix (p20) 
Editorial » 
The unthinkable at the TSE (p16) | 


December 18 (Sunday) 
Front Page News © 


EU leaders agree on spending plan 
‘Armored’ nonspherical bubbles are developed 
Monarch butterflies get armed guard in Mexico 
U.S. Senate blocks renewal of main antiterrorism 
legislation 
Swiss investigate alleged CIA flights 
Domestic News 
Maehara raps Koizumi’s policy toward U.S.., 
Asia (p2) 
Population may have already started falling (p2) 
Japan, Brazil eye deep-sea oil tech (p2) 
U.S. used Japan’s Gulf War isolation to push it 
onto world stage (p2) 
Foreign News 
Stem-cell star’s fall from grace rocks South 
Korea (p3) 
Taiwan’s President Chen commissions 
U.S.-made destroyers amid deal debate (p3) 
Elder Sinn Fein member admits he spied for U.K. 
(p4) 
German CIA abductee denies he took payoff (p4) 
Britain ran torture camp after war, paper says — 
(p4) 
Business News 
World Bank undercuts case for WTO deal (p8) 
Sports News 
Hiratsuka takes one-shot lad (p19) 
Zico expects Brazil fans’ support (p19) 
Asada cruises to win at Grand Prix Final (p20) 
Editorial 3 
‘Everyday marvels of design (p12) 


December 19 (Monday) 
Front Page News 
Compromise trade accord agreed on at WTO 
meeting 
Bush says eavesdropping ‘critical to saving 
American lives’ 
No hike in consumption tax in 2007: Nakagawa 
Government plans first budget cut in four years 
As talks on climate creep slowly along, so 
mercury hits highs in several places 
Domestic News 
Heavy snow blankets coast of Sea of Japan (p2) 
Army’s strategy for Washington Conference 
found (p2) 
3.16% cut planned for medical fees (p2) 
Aso takes conciliatory tone on Seoul (p2) 


Foreign News 


Bhutan king to abdicate before first polls in 2008 


(p3) 
_ Abductees’ kin seek N. Korea help (p19) 
Most Americans oppose exit from Iraq 


immediately: poll (p4) 
U.S. House and Senate reach tentative budget 
agreement (p5) 
Chavez and Uribe repair differences (p6) 
Tanzania ruling candidate wins (p8) 


Sports News 
Takayama’s birdie seals victory in Okinawa 


(p18) 
Kiyohira to reveal his plans (p19) 
Miyahara bags back-to-back titles (p19) 
Sao Paulo claims third title in Japan (p20) 


Editorial 
Small step toward ‘one East Asia’ (p16) 


_ December 20 (Tuesday) 


Front Page News 
Man denies confining, attacking four women | 


Koizumi sees no ’07 hike in sales tax 
Japan seeks own search engine to rival Google 
Bush insists ‘we are winning’ in Iraq, urges U.S. 
not to despair 
Sharon to be released, but stroke a blow for party 
Domestic News 
Murakami’s prison term upheld (p2) 
Rare Disney cells found in Chiba (p2) 
Panel seeks to prevent fake building data (p2) 
_ Airport OK’d after 30 years (p2) 
LDP’s Nakagawa to visit China (p2) 
Hiroshima murder suspect had poor life, broken 
home in Peru (p3) 
Foreign News 
S. Korea apologizes for anti-WTO riots (p4) 
China promotes its Panchen Lama as new 
Tibetan leader (p4) 
N. Korea in fresh nuclear threat (p4) 
Afghanistan’s new Parliament convenes (pS) 
Morales claims stunning win in Bolivian 
presidential poll (p6) 
Is the job pressure finally taking its toll on — 
Israel’s prime minister? (p7) 
Former Nazi charged over ’45 massacres is 
— acquitted (p8) 
Cyprus leader angered after Blair’s wife takes 
‘case (p8) 
Business News 
-_ Deflation’s end on horizon for next fiscal year 
_ (p10) 
Doha Round still snagged on farm trade (p10) 
American meat debuts at banquet, restaurants 
(p10) 
Holiday season brings cheer for Asian travel 
sector.(p11) 
WTO meet makes modest move on road to 


accord (p11) 
Sports News : 
Swallows to bid for ex-Met Ishii (p19) 
Terao, Kamino earn tickets to Turin (p19) 
Fans urge officials to send Asada to Turin (p20) 


Editorial 
Upgrading the Defense Agency (p13) 


December 21 (Wednesday) 
Front Page News 
Police raid 117 sites in Aneha probe 
China’s economy nearly 17 percent bigger than 
thought 
¥79.69 trillion budget submitted to Cabinet 
U.S. frees Hussein’s ‘Dr. Germ’ and ‘Mrs. 
Anthrax’ 
Fuso unit suspected of cheating on truck checks 
Domestic News 
Stalker-killer’s life term upheld (p2) 
War memorial fails to make 2006 budget cut (p2) 
ODA outlay marks 3.4% fall (p2) 
¥800,000 awarded to hibakusha kin (p2) 
Foreign News 
Australia soul-searches over racial violence (p4) 
North Korea vows to resume building nuclear 
reactors (p4) 
Man linked to failed London attacks arrested at 
Gatwick (p5) 
Netanyahu vows to bring Likud back to power 
after primary win (p6) 
Katrina top U.S. news story of ’05 (p6) 
Business News 
TSE bosses bow out over systems fiascoes (p8) 
Toyota planning to churn out 9 million vehicles 
next year (p8) 
12.5% cut urged to take ‘zaito’ to 27-year low 
(p8) 
Bank of India chief sees chances for Japan tieups 
(p8) 
Iraq takes gamble by cutting oil subsidies (p9) 
Sports News 
Ono makes Reds play waiting game (p19) 
Bulgarian fails doping test: report (p19) 
Ex-Giants slugger Kiyohara to play for Buffaloes 
next year (p20) 
Editorial 
A cloud over Korean science (p16) 


December 22 (Thursday) 

_ Front Page News 

Iraqi parties want ‘election fraud’ probed 
‘Bad Santas’ wreak havoc worldwide 
Tokyo, Pyongyang to talk on weekend 


Nikkei briefly tops 16,000 on dollar surge 
Japan eyes spacesuit for °18 U.S. moon shot 
U.S. judge blocks ‘inane’ bid to teach 
creationism in school 

Domestic News 
Aneha, four subcontractors face charges (p2) 
Abductees’ multinational kin unite (p2) 
SDF ranks face regular urine tests (p2) 
Japan to open consulate on Bali (p2) 
LDP, DPJ to push vote on Constitution (p3) 


Foreign News 
China city cuts river water intake due to toxic 


Slick (p4) 
New Zealand drops plans to impose broad 
carbon tax (p4) 
Bush admitted spying requires court approval 
(p5) 
Shouts, tough question at French voting rally 
(p6) 
Business News 
Rocketing gas prices a boon for hybrid cars, 
Japanese makers (p8) 
Seibu Railway shareholders OK reorganizing 
plan (p8) 
China puts off trilateral telecom meeting (p8) 
Nippon Mining to shut U.S. plant (p8) 
New Zealand trade gaps wells (p9) 
Sports News 
Japan begins buildup with camp China puts 
(p23) 
Icho takes down Sakamoto in final (p23) 
Ishino, Tabata close to berths (p23) 
Kotooshu ready for ozeki debut (p24) 
Editorial 
Perception of safe beef (p18) 


December 23 (Friday) 
Front Page News 
China posing a threat: Aso 
Blizzard causes blackouts, reactor halt 
Congress dumps ‘Byrd Amendment’ 
Canberra snubs plea to interfere with whaler 
Tamiflu effectiveness in doubt after resistant 
virus kills two 
All hangover cures are useless: study 
Domestic News 
Population already contracting (p2) 
Pyongyang talks to push three topics (p2) 
Emperor lauds role of women in royal family 
(p2) 
Political parties’ fundraising under ¥300 billion, 
off 10% (p2) 
New war memorial off budget in ’06 (p3) 


New after-school care program eyed (p3) 
Agency expects coldest winter since ’85 (p3) 
Foreign News 
EU, Iran restart nuclear talks, agree to hold more 
ion January (p5) 
Hussein says U.S. troops beat him; witnesses 
detail torture in his regime (p5) 
France adopts tough antiterrorism law (p6) 
Canada’s top court tosses club group sex case, 
sees no threat to society (p7) 
Business News 
KDDI to tie up with Qualcomm (p8) 
State allocates ¥50 billion in 2006 budget (p8) 
November trade surplus up 0.6% (p8) 
Japan to speed up patent exams (p8) 
BOJ’s Fukui sees economy on path of steady 
growth (p8) 
Top German banker faces Vodafone retrial (p9) 
U.S. Senate votes to cut $39.7 billion from 
budget deficit (p10) 
U.K. current account gap at record (p10) 
Sports News 
Matsui still undecided on WBC (p13) 
Imaoka re-signs with Tigers (p13) 
Moromizato to make impact (p13) 
Verdy appoints Ramos at boss (p13) - 
Editorial 
Rough sailing for Mr. Maehara (p16) 


- December 24 (Saturday) 


Front Page News 

New insights gained in spread of cancer 

S. Korea’s Hwang faked nine of 11 stem-cell 
lines: university 

Congress cuts the extension of Patriot Act 

Pyongyang may resolve abduction question: 
report 

Two more rings found around Uranus 

Domestic News 
Aso raps China for snubbing summit (p2) 
Japan-South Korea history panel may meet in 
January (p2) 

Recorded crimes off 11% for year: NPA (p2) 

Emperor turns 72, frets blizzard woes (p2) 

Kubota to pay asbestos victims (p2) 

IC passports to debut March 20 (p2) 

Metro government to survey disputed isles (p3) 

Foreign News 

Cambodians embrace Christmas celebrations 
(p4) 

Conservative is sworn in in Poland (p5) 

‘Oppressed’ Hussein finds Allah (p6) 

Austria prepares yearlong birthday bash for 


Mozart (p6) 
Bolivia’s Morales rode wave of popularity (p7) 
Mexicans insulted by border fence plans (p7) 
Business News 
Key U:S. leading economic indicator points to 
moderate growth (p10) 
OPEC deems China talks successful (p10) 
Wal-Mart told to pay $172 million for nixing 
lunch breaks (p11) 
Sports News 
Uehara highest paid even after cut (p19) 
Yoshida wins fourth straight title (p19) 
Miyazato scaling back (p19) 
Skaters vie for Olympic berths (p20) 
Asada, Valentine win FSAJ Awards (p20) 
Editorial! 
Eking out a trade deal in Hong Kong (p16) 


December 25 (Sunday) 

Front Page News 
Iraqi top leaders gather to defuse election crisis 
Missile shield project to proceed © 


Latest DNA decoding brings Jurassic Park closer 


Public sentiment toward China at record low, 
survey shows 
Cabinet approves austere 2006 budget worth 
~ ¥79.7 trillion 
Domestic News 
Government streamlining bill planned (p2) 
Saitama bank fears ¥30 million stolen via ATM 
spy cams (p2) 
Four people die as snow continues to fall on Sea 
of Japan coast (p2) 
Japan, N. Korea discuss format for future talks 
(p2) 
Agreement on new S. Korea flights (p2) 
Foreign News 
Egypt opposition leader is convicted for forgery 
(p4) 
FBI checks U.S. Muslim sites for radiation 
without warrants (p4) 
New York allows man to be called Jesus Christ 
(p6) 
Spanish royal family photo admittedly a fake 
(p6) 
Sports News 
Gamba’s Oguro to join Grenoble (p19) 
Take sets JRA benchmark (p19) 
Arakawa’s Turin bid gaining steam (p20) 
Urawa Reds breeze into Cup semifinals (p20) 
Editorial 
Ground floor of a scandal (p12) 


December 26 (Monday) 
Front Page News 
Train derails in Yamagata, killing two and 
injuring 30 
Ito- Yokado, Seibu enter final merger 
negotiations 
Japan, N. Korea agree on talks’ format 
Tsunami survivors, relatives gather for 
anniversary 
Pope cites Mideast hopes during first ‘Urbi et 
Orbi’ address 
Domestic News 
Two ships enough to stop missiles: Defense 


Agency (p2) 
Crown Princess may attend water confab in 
Mexico (p2) 
Consumption tax rise said necessary (p2) 
China set to abolish farm tax to lessen income 
gap (p3) 
Foreign News 
Lobby hits ‘dangerous’ Bush Iran policy (p4) 
Christmas pilgrims return to Bethlehem (p5) 
Sharon back to work after mild stroke (p7) 
Sports News 
Suguri bound for Olympics (p17) 
Deep Impact suffers first setback at Arima (p18) 
Nagai wins national Nordic title (p18) 
Editorial 
Fitness for a Kyoto upgrade (p14) 


December 27 (Tuesday) 
Front Page News 
Seven & I seals deal to buy Millennium 
Train crash toll at four dead, 32 injured 
World marks one year since tsunami roared 
ashore 
Despite feasibility questions, U.S. readies to 
deploy missile defense system 
Domestic News 
New fast-breeder reactor after Monju eyed 
for ’30 (p2) 
Plan to aid crime victims adopted (p2) 
Aso inspects U.S. bases to push realignment plan 
(p2) 
Skater gives ¥2 million to UNICEF (p2) 
Philippines wooing Japan’s aged with skilled, 
low-cost care (p3) 
Local bureaucrat numbers shrink 11" straight 
year (p3) 
Foreign News 
Hwang’s tailored stem-cell lines did not exist: 
university panel report (p4) 
Worst to come for survivors of tsunami: Annan 


(p4) 
Beijing bans gender identification (p4) 


Sharon set to undergo heart procedure (p5) 
Talks under way for surrender of Bosnian 
wartime commander (p5) 
Over 100 cars torched in France (p6) 
Queen’s message recalls disasters, attacks (p7) 
Business News 
Large firms’ confidence up again (p9) 
Department store sales surged 3.2% in 
November (p9) 
Dazed Meiji Yasuda seeks outside help (p9) 
From pub to the skies, airline e-ticketing takes 
off (p10) 
Sports News 
Yano inks deal with Tigers (p18) 
Toyota keen on Raikkonen (p18) 
Takahashi Yuasa earn their tickets to Turin (p19) 
Ex-Giants slugger Kiyohara ready for new start 
in Kobe (p19) 
World Sports 2005 (p20) 
Editorial 
Front line on health-care costs (p13) 


December 28 (Wednesday) 
Front Page News 
Second crash search yields fifth fatality 
JR West boss resigns over April crash 
Thousands protest poll as deaths rise in Iraq 
CPI rises for first time in two years but new 
index sees prices still falling 
Gift re-giving becomes after-Christmas tradition 
Domestic News 
Japan’s population declines by 19,000 (p2) 
Bilateral talks still on: Pyongyang official (p2) 
Tokyo mum on diplomat suicide report (p2) 
News media seeks disclosure of crime victims’ 
names (p2) 
Aso to make India, Pakistan swing (p2) 
Japan, China agree to hold talks on U.N. reform 
(p3) 
Foreign News 
Extra police guard Yudhoyono following revenge 
attack rumor (p4) 
China, U.S. discuss missing American troops 
(p4) 
Hiking Ukraine base rent would be ‘fatal’: 
Russia (p5) 
Outspoken Kremlin adviser quits (p6) 
Most of Europe to miss Kyoto goals (p6) 
Americans ‘fear less peaceful 2006’. - 
World 2005 (p20) 
Business News | 


November jobless rate hits 4.6% (p8) 
Household spending climbed 0.9% in November 
(p8) 
Economy not ready for BOJ policy shift: 
Tanigaki (p8) 
Auto output up 3.9% in November (p8) 
Amazon global holiday sales set record on 
demand for iPod (p9) 
Sports News 
Yoshii takes overall lead (p18) 
Yanagisawa set for J. League (p18) 
Yankees’ Matsui to sit out World Baseball 
Classic (p19) 
Editorial 
Portrait of a year in buzzwords (p14) 


December 29 (Thursday) 
Front Page News 
China slammed over diplomat’s suicide 
U.S. punishes China firms for Iran deals 
Exodus begins at Narita, Kansai airports 
Greek, U.K. spies sued over ‘torture’ 
North Koreans sent to Europe as slave labor to 
earn cash for regime 
Domestic News | 
Regions suffering under snow to get financial aid 
(p2) 
11 who lost health insurance weren’t treated, 
died (p2) 
Toll in quake-proofing scandal at 88 buildings 
(p2) 
Japan winning goal for passionate travelers: 
Lonely Planet (p3) 
Foreign News 
Colombo, Tamil rebels urged to begin dialogue 
(p4) 
Australia’s menagerie-great, small, or deadly 
poisonous — ready to welcome you (p4) 
Israeli settlers set up wave of West Bank 
outposts (p6) 
List of notable figures who died during 2005 
(p7) 
Business News 
Hitachi, Toshiba team up to revive chip sector 
(p38) 
November industrial output up 1.4% (p8) 
Banks post net profit record in fiscal first half 
(p3) 
NEC to delist from Europe bourses (p8) 
Average wage fell 0.8% in November (p8) 
Retail sales up 0.1% in November (p8) 
Russia-Ukraine oil price row heats up as Europe 
watches (p9) 


Australian growth seen to accelerate next year 
(10) 
Sports News 
IOC member denies mistaken vote (p21) 
Nagashima, Kato get Turin bids (p21) 
Wild Oats sews up Sydney-Hobart record (p22) 
Editorial 
China’s new ‘peace offensive’ (p12) 


December 30 (Friday) 
Front Page News 
Contractors collude to end lawbreaking 
Blizzards in Europe bring travel chaos, second 
death 
Hwang made no patient-specific stem cells: 
probe 
Yutaka Securities will give J-Com gains to 
charities 
Engineering finer wines via digital models and 
monitoring 
Murakami sells entire OSE stake, nets ¥2 billion 
Domestic News 
Toyama pileup kills two, hurts nine (p2) 
New Pyongyang approach needed: summit 
architect (p2) 
Complaint over diplomat suicide a ‘smear’: 
China (p2) 
Embassy to open in Slovenia Jan. | (p2) 
Japan, India to launch dialogue (p2) 
_ Rare-disease sufferers want drugs fast-tracked 
(p3) 
_ National 2005 (p20) 
Foreign News 
Last of Indonesian troop reinforcements leave 
Aceh Province (p4) 
Spain to reduce work lunches, aid family time 
(p5) 
Fujimori’s daughter to head alliance for election 
(p5) 
German ex-envoy is missing in Yemen (p6) 
Business News 
Nomura plans to add bankers after claiming top 
advisers spot in Japan (p8) 
Daimuler looks to sell car buyers on diesel 
engines (p8) 
Japanese banks follow manufacturers into China 
Honda to boost China venture sales (p8) 
Canada probes possible tax leak (p9) 
Former top Enron accountant pleads guilty (p9) 
Bolivian leftist president-elect works to ease 
business fears (p9) 
Sports News 


Kobayashi declines Lotte offer (p18) 

Zico has eyes on Europe (p18) 
Editorial 

Carrying on with fewer people (p12) 


December 31 (Saturday) 
Front Page News 
Iran, Russia to discuss nuclear plan 
2005 hurdles over for TSE 
‘Kobe’ beef replaces real thing in U.S. 
‘Gulf War syndrome’ to hit Iraq vets, study 
warns 
Domestic News 
Japan remains safe haven for parental abductions 
(p2) 
Pair identify North Korean abductors (p2) 
Overseas challenges attractive for JICA senior 
volunteers (p2) 
U.S. spy chief visits Japan on sly (p2) 
Yokohama leads way in trash separation (p3) 
Foreign News 
Seoul point man on North to quit post to aid 
party (p4) 
Vajpayee to quit ‘power politics’ (p4) 
S. Korea to cut troops in Iraq (p4) 
Norwegian envoy to visit Sri Lanka to push 
peace (p4) 
Pope is invited to visit Auschwitz (p5) 
Business News 
Is hiking taxes the solution to Japan’s fiscal 
mess? (p8) 
BOJ faces dilemma over ending its supereasy 
money stance (p8) 
High hopes harbored for mobile phone television 
broadcasts (p8) 
Ukraine nixes Russian bid to end gas row (p11) 
Sports News 
Ishii to make decision in 2006 (p19) 
Canada shuts out Norway (p19) 
Brazilian Autuori confirms ‘millionaire’ deal 
with Kashima (p20) 
Editorial 
A year of battered dreams (p16) 


(End) 


